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work to get some explanation. He tried one thing after another in the hope of increasing the effect, so as to make it easy to observe and measure ; his work on the radiometer and the cathode rays arc striking examples of this. In his investigations he was like an explorer in an unknown country, examining everything that seemed of interest, rather than a traveller wishing to reach some particular place, and regarding the intervening country as something to be rushed through as quickly as possible.
Between his investigations on thallium and those on the radiometer, i.e. between 1870 and r8y4, Crookcs was mainly occupied with investigations on what he called " psychic force ", which excited the interest of the public, and much criticism and obloquy from the great majority of men of science, who maintained that the results were worthless, and were produced by fraudulcncc on the part of the mediums. Now after sixty years, in which there have been many investigations made on the subject, opinion is much the same. Sir Oliver Lodge maintains that though a medium may be detected in fraud it docs not necessarily follow that he has no psychic power. His view is that the medium is out to produce certain results, and that he will produce them with the least expenditure of effort, and, if the control is so lax that it is easier to produce them by conjuring than by his psychic powers, he will conjure.
The phenomena observed by Crookcs were produced by mediums all of whom at one time or another had been detected, or had confessed to using fraudulent methods to obtain their results. By far the most important of these was D. D. Home, an American who came to London in 379